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WELCOME TO A GREAT PLACE TO 
LIVE AND WORK — AND A BETTER 

PLACE TO PUT YOUR MONEY.

We think you’ll love living here. And if you like better, you’ll also love VyStar. Our members enjoy free checking, lower cost loans, 20,000+ surcharge-free ATMs across 

North America, branches throughout Clay County, and much more. And our Commercial Services department provides specialized services to nearly 30,000 businesses. 

While you explore all that the area has to offer, we hope you’ll also take a look at VyStar. 

*All new accounts and loans are subject to approval. Certain restrictions and limitations apply.  Programs, services, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change at any time without notice. ©2020 VyStar Credit Union

apply.vystarcu.org  •  1-800-445-6289OPEN YOUR ACCOUNT TODAY.

Family-owned Family-owned 
Pat’s Nursery’s Pat’s Nursery’s 
roots run deeproots run deep

Family-owned Pat’s Nursery has everything you need from a single plant to a 
massive gardening makeover.

Pat’s Nursery on U.S. Highway 17 on Fleming Island is a staple for horticultur-
ists, homeowners, landscapers or anyone who simply wants a plant.

The family-owned nursery has been in business for the past 24 years. Pat 
Stuckey is a co-owner, along with three of his brothers and a sister-in-law, who make 
up the successful shop’s ownership group. Open seven-days-a-week, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. on 
Mondays-through-Saturday and 9 a.m.-5 p.m. on Sundays, Pat’s strives to be Fleming 
Island’s one-stop-shop for outdoor needs.

“Quality and service,” Pat Stuckey said. “You get waited on from the time you get 
out of the car door.”

Stuckey also takes pride in the fact that everyone working there is knowledgeable 
about what they sell and what they’re helping customers to do.

“Most of the staff here has been here five-plus years,” said Stuckey. “And about 
50% of the staff has been here between 18 and 24 years. That level of commitment 
and experience provides the optimum environment for customers, according to 
Stuckey.

Pat’s carries just about everything outdoor needs. There is no best-seller, but 
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4605 U.S. Highway 17, Suite 2
Fleming Island, FL 32003-4829

Phone 904-269-3737
www.rossandross.com

Trish Ross, EA trish@rossandross.com

MOTORCYCLES ★ RV

904-282-3229
2494 Blanding Blvd. Suite 10, Middleburg 
www.debbiesdecoratorsworkroom.com

Debbie’s Decorators Workroom Debbie’s Decorators Workroom 
Custom Upholstery at Reasonable RatesCustom Upholstery at Reasonable Rates

 CLAY COUNTY’S ONLY 

FABRIC STORE

Manufacture Prices Manufacture Prices (Excludes Silks and Vinyls)(Excludes Silks and Vinyls)
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consumers can find just about 
everything they need from 
tools to plants, fertilizers, grass 
seeds, insecticides and more.

Many businesses felt the 
pain of mandatory shutdowns 
and other health measures 
during 2020’s unprecedented 
COVID-19 pandemic. Nurser-
ies were one area of retail that 
continued to do well. With 
many people working from 
home or simply spending more 
time at home in general, they 
saw an uptick in sales as people 
spent more time in their 
gardens and undertak-
ing long-neglected proj-
ects around the house.

“We’ve done well,” 
Stuckey said of the 
challenges 
residents 
have 

faced this year. “A lot of people 
were doing yard work, landscap-
ing work, planting fruit and 
citrus trees. Homeowners were 
really doing yard work, just get-
ting outside and even planting 
vegetable gardens.”

All of that led to a solid year 
for the nursery.

With Florida now in Phase 
III of reopening, customers are 
no longer limited to delivery 
or curbside pick-up.  They 
can walk around, talk to staff, 
browse and shop.

Pat is happy to see 
the nursery continuing 
to provide an excellent 
service to the Fleming 
Island community.

Business is steady, 
and on week-

ends the 
traffic 

“They’re really helpful. “They’re really helpful. 
They all know their stuff inside They all know their stuff inside 

out and I’ve never been unhappy out and I’ve never been unhappy 
with anything I got here.with anything I got here.””

– Michael Dickerson

really picks up.
One shopper, who identified himself as “Jason,” 

is a recent Florida transplant from Long Island, New 
York. He and his family recently bought a home on 
Fleming Island. He says he’s already been to Pat’s 
Nursery three times.

“They have really nice plants, and the prices are 
good,” he said. “I like it here.” 

Michael Dickerson, an Orange Park resident, has 
also been to Pat’s multiple times. 

“They’re really helpful,” he said. “They all know 
their stuff inside out and I’ve never been unhappy 

with anything I got here.”
There is a specific standard for the nursery, 

which Pat and the other owners maintain will 
always be met.

“For service, to be knowledgeable, and to go 
above and beyond to take care of the customer,” 
Pat said of the standard. “Without the customer, 
most small businesses don’t work. Without the cus-
tomer, we’re looking for work too.”  That standard is 
why, after 24 years, Pat’s Nursery is still “growing.”

– Bruce Hope
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• Personal Training
• Kids Club
• Group Fitness Classes
• Massage Therapy
• Free weights 
• Prime equipment
• Boost Sports Performance P• Boost Sports Performance Program
• Chiropractor Services by Dr. Mary Ann Musa
 

A Club Designed to 
Motivate not intimidate

Special membership discounts when you mention this ad

904.215.7088  •  AchieveFitnessCenters.com

2349 Village Square Parkway, Fleming Island, FL 32003

When you mention or
 show this ad.

FREE   
DAY PASS

Clay Eye has been providing eye care 
for 43 years.

Opening in 1977 in Orange Park 
and offering everything from routine eye 
exams to surgical procedures, they now 
have five locations across northeast Florida 
to serve the community.

Construction is underway on the 
company’s most-ambitious projects yet – a 
facility of more than 14,000-square-feet on 
the East/West Parkway.

“With growth comes expansion,” said 
Practice Administrator Eric King. “In the 
past 10 years, we’ve grown from a seven-
physician group to 13, with an increase in 
staff to support these physicians. We’ve 
expanded our demographics exponential-
ly. With this growth, we have significantly 
outgrown the current Fleming Island 
facility and knew that a larger clinic was 
necessary. Our latest and largest project to 

date is currently taking place on the East/
West Parkway in Fleming Island. This is a 
significant project, as it is the first one in 40 
years that we’re building from the ground 
up.” 

The current location on Fleming Island 
at 1615 County Road 220 is 3,000 square 
feet. The new site will be more than 
14,000, to help support growth. It will be 
a free-standing clinic, with easier patient 
access to comprehensive eye care being 
one of the leading design focuses.

Of the other main priorities, a one-
stop environment for patients is just as 
important. The clinic will offer everything 
under one roof, supporting sub-specialists 
in the areas of cornea, retina, glaucoma, 
oculoplastics and pediatrics, which makes 
it possible for patients to remain with Clay 
Eye instead of seeking other specialists 
elsewhere. 

A vision toward the future

CLAY EYE

With the new, more extensive facilities, 
Clay Eye anticipates an additional 15-to-20 
employees to support the operation. 

The new Fleming Island location is 
slated to be completed by the end of the 
first quarter of 2021.

Overall, Clay Eye has 13 doctors on 
staff. Of those 13, nine are ophthalmolo-
gists and four are optometrists. 

Over time as Clay County has grown. 
So has Clay Eye. 

“We saw the growth,” Harris said. “We 
started treating families and cousins of 
families and then friends of families that 
we’d been treating, so it was sort of like 
we grew up with the community as it pro-
gressed and it grew in population. We now 
are seeing people that are third and fourth 
generation that grew up with us over the 
years. We’ve seen the schools progress, 
we’ve seen the businesses progress, so we 
felt like we’ve grown up in the community 
and along with the community.”

That connection to the community has 
even bolstered the Clay Eye staff itself. Dr. 
Jack Bullock was a patient of Clay Eye as a 
child, and his father was a Navy buddy of 
Dr. Harris. 

Bullock says that when he completed 
seventh grade, he received a card from 
Harris, which stated something along the 
lines: “Can’t wait for you to join Clay Eye 
as an ophthalmologist.”  One thing led to 

EXPANDS
ON FLEMING ISLAND

Constructin is underway at Clay Eye’s most-
ambitious project on Fleming Island. The 
current location has 3,000 square feet, but 
the new faciliy on East/West Expressway will 
be 14,000 square feet.

another, and Bullock eventually became an 
ophthalmologist who now works with Dr. 
Harris after once being his patient. 

Harris is proud of what Clay Eye has be-
come in more than 43 years in existence. 

The other four locations are at Orange 
Park, Mandarin, Riverside and Middleburg.

– Bruce Hope
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CClassic Interiors has everything 
you need to turn your house into 
a home.

Billi West opened Classic Interiors 
on U.S. Highway 17 three years ago as a 
3,800-square-foot showcase for furniture. 
Now it’s a 7,000-square-foot business 
with an accompanying outlet just shy of 
2,500-square-feet. It’s a testament not 
only to Clay County’s support of the show-
room, but Classic Interiors’ dedication to 
making sure every customer leaves her 
store happy.

“We do anything and everything from 
decorating to interior design to general 
furniture and more,” West said. “We really 
are a one-stop shop for whatever some-
one needs for the inside of their home 
and I think our customers have responded 
really well to that.”

West considers Clay County her home. 
She grew up here, graduated from Orange 
Park High, and still lives in the county. Her 

husband has been an officer with the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office for more than 20 
years, and West spent most of that time in 
finances, which is her background.

Growing up a child with a particular 
interest in decoration and interior design, 
the idea for Classic Interiors was always 
with her. It was more of a boutique then 
with a selection of furniture and other 
things in the realm of interior design. She 
said Clay County responded really well to 
what she was doing.

“We were kind of the first to do what 
we do,” West said, touching on how Classic 
Interior not only sells furniture but offers 
decorating and interior design services 
as well. “Even in Jacksonville, there’s very 
few stores that carry all of the products 
we carry and offer all of the services we 
offer as well. It’s what makes us unique 
and I think Fleming Island and Clay 
County appreciate that.”

West was correct because after a year 
and a half of being open, Classic Interiors 

moved to a larger spot on the strip its 
original storefront was located and nearly 
doubled its size.

Classic Interiors offers lighting, wall-
paper, full interior design, kitchen and 
bathroom remodeling, furniture sales, 
draperies, fabrications and more, West 
said.

She said Fleming Island was a natural 
fit for her store because it’s in the heart 
of Clay County, which is where her house 
and her heart call home. She said it’s also 
a great spot to own a business because 
the wider business community is ex-
tremely helpful and welcoming.

“The majority of our business comes 
from word of mouth,” West said. “We don’t 
really do much advertising because word 
of mouth does so much for us, which is 
great I suppose. It means our customers 
are happy and talking to others about 
how happy they are.”

West said the next couple months is a 
perfect time to visit. Starting in Novem-

ber and all the way through December, 
she holds a Christmas Open House. West 
said the entire store is transformed into a 
Christmas wonderland of sorts with trees 
and ornaments everywhere, as well as a 
large assortment of collectible Christmas 
decor. West said you’ll likely run into her 
or her son.

“I think people like to put a face to the 
name and that’s why I’m almost always 
here,” West said. “I want our customers to 
know that we’re here to make their home 
dreams come true and it’s important that 
I get to let them know that face-to-face.

“I truly believe we’re helping people. 
Customers have an idea in mind but 
not always the vision and that’s where 
we come in. Seeing the smiles and the 
happiness erupt when everything comes 
together, when they walk into their home 
and see it’s exactly what they wanted, it’s 
truly a great feeling.”

– Wesley LeBlanc

EXPANSION HELPS FILL AREA’S DECORATING NEEDS
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The Black Creek Trail system is 4.5 
miles of pathways perfect for a 
mountain bike or a leisurely stroll 

with a dog.
Located a between Green Cove Springs 

and Fleming Island, the Black Creek Trail is 
the work of some dedicated trailblazers in 
Clay County, particularly Robert Dews and 

his friendly volunteers.
“I presented the potential idea to put 

in a mountain bike trail at the trailhead to 
the county and they were very supportive,” 
Dews said. “The county helped me navi-
gate all of the hoops and it was approved 
in 2018.”

Dews began flagging the trail in the 

Black Creek Trail 
system gaining 
in popularity

Spring of 2019 and a few months later, 
he and some Southern Off-Road Bike 
Association volunteers began trailblaz-
ing – cutting back vegetation to create the 
trail itself. It opened soon after that, and it’s 
been a great success since.

Dews serves as the trail boss and 
overseer of the trail today, which means 
that he’s often there picking up trash, 
cutting back encroaching vegetation and, 
of course, biking along the trail. It brings a 
smile to his face every time he sees some-
one using the trail, which is often due to 
the trail system’s popularity.

“I started mountain biking when I was 
a teen-ager,” Dews said. “I’m 51 now and 
have lived here most of my life. One of the 
things that prompted me to pursue this 
was that we didn’t have any place really to 
mountain bike in Clay County. There were 
places I could go to in Jacksonville and 
surrounding counties but nothing great 
for bikes here.”

He was already familiar with the paved 
trail at the same trailhead as the Black 
Creek Trail but because it was paved, it 
wasn’t great for mountain biking. That’s 
what spurred Dews to go to the county 
with the idea of the Black Creek Trail in the 
first place. After building the main trail, 
he and volunteers added two more trails: 
one-mile long Palmetto’s Revenge and 
one-mile long 9 Lives Trail.

These two trails lie just in front of the 
2.5-mile Creek View Trail, which is the first 
mountain bike trail created by Dews’ team. 
The three trails surround the paved U.S. 
Highway 17 corridor trail that municipali-
ties like Orange Park are wanting to extend 
all the way to the NAS-Jacksonville naval 
base, but that plan is still in early discus-
sions.

What’s not in early discussion is a Green 
Cove Springs connection to the Black 
Creek Trail system.

“Basically, we’re working on a trail – 
Palmetto Trail – that will connect the Black 
Creek Trail into the trail at Harbor Road, 
which runs south on U.S. Highway 17 to 
Palmetto Avenue,” Green Cove Springs 
assistant city manager Mike Null said. “It’ll 
run south on Palmetto to Oak Street on 
the south end of Green Cove Springs and 
serve as a hub to the trails of other coun-
ties.”

This trail, heading south, will lead to 
Putnam County trails and, heading south, 
into St. Johns County trails. The $1.5 mil-
lion trail project is being funded through a 
Federal Highway Administration grant and 
while the funds are funneled through the 
Florida Department of Transportation, the 

city will manage the project, which will be 
about 2.5 miles when complete. 

Dews is excited about the expansion 
because it’s another natural resource that 
brings additional people in to experience 
Clay County, and it gives more people the 
chance to utilize his baby, as it were: the 
Black Creek Mountain Bike Course.

“It’s nice to have someone ride up on 
a bike and say something like, ‘this trail is 
wonderful’,” Dews said. “They might not 
know I’m the guy behind it but it means 
a lot to me, and they’re right: it really is a 
wonderful trail and we want even more 
people to experience it.”

– Wesley LeBlanc

The 4.5-mile path at Black Creek Trail is wildly popular with cyclists, walkers and nature lovers. 
Organizers hope to expand the trail into surrounding counties.

Organizers looking to expand 4.5-mile pathway into surround counties

LEARN MORE ABOUT COMPLIMENTARY FULL-SERVICE RELOCATION ASSISTANCE!

VISIT CHOOSECLAY.COM

 ˙ Real estate & labor  
cost savings

 ˙ NE Florida’s most  
educated employees

 ˙ Efficient pro-business 
government

 ˙ Intermodal logistical  
advantages

 ˙ Relaxed quality of life

 ˙ Top rated schools

Make Your Move
TO CLAY COUNTY

More business owners are choosing Clay County for its  
business, educational, and lifestyle advantages:

 ˙ Fastest growing county      
in Florida  
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The Barco-Newton YMCA is more 
than a place to work out or a place 
to swim.

It’s for youth development, healthy 
living and social responsibility. Those three 
things unite to ensure each YMCA member 
experiences the personal growth everyone 
at the nonprofit is dedicated to delivering.

If you’ve not checked out your lo-
cal Fleming Island 
YMCA, there’s no 
better time than 
now.

“What makes 
this location special 
is the fact that we 
serve such a wide 
variety of ages and 
people within our 
YMCA,” Vice Presi-
dent of Operations 
Jon Dearolf said. “We 
have a very diverse 
community and we’re always happy to add 
more to our family here.”

Dearolf said the YMCA works hard to 
help each of its members reach their goals. 
The location is completely set up around 
making that happen. It has a wide variety 
of state of the art cardio and strength 
equipment, group exercise studios, a 
cycle studio, an outdoor heated pool and 
programs made specifically for individuals 
with disabilities. It even offers child care so 
that those with children can take advan-
tage of the location’s amenities without 
worrying about what their child is up to or 
who is watching them.

Dearolf has been with the YMCA for 23 
years and working in Clay County for two 
and a half years. He’s the vice president 
of operations for many locations but his 
home base is Fleming Island, and it already 
feels like home, Dearolf said.

One of the things Dearolf is most 
proud of is its DayStar program, which is a 
program meant specifically for individuals 
with disabilities.

“There have been some amazing exam-
ples out of there,” Healthy Living Director 

Ellie Wainwright said. “One of our DayStar 
members who suffered a severe brain 
injury several years ago has just reached his 
leg press goal weight, and we’re continu-
ing to help him stay strong and out of a 
wheelchair as long as we can.”

She remembered another story about a 
stroke victim that, following some person-
alized training, was able to sit, stand and 
walk without the use of a cane.

“The Y gives me the ability to work with 
these phenomenal individuals, and then 
turn around and train a single, busy, work-
ing mom of teenagers through an intense 
circuit that helps her relieve stress and feel 
a sense of accomplishment,” she said.

One of the things unique to this loca-
tion is Operation Hero. This is a 10-week 
mentorship program for children in military 
families, Dearolf said, and it comes with 
no cost. Dearolf said it’s meant to help the 
YMCA connect with those children and 
help them deal with the struggles of being 
a military child. The YMCA is all about con-
necting with the wider community around 
us, he said. 

That’s evident in annual events like 
its Military Back to School Bash, where it 
hands out backpacks full of school sup-
plies, its Trunk or Treat Halloween event, its 
yearly Polar Plunge and its annual Easter 
egg hunts.

“I have seen firsthand the outpouring of 
support and generosity in this community,” 
Wainwright said. “From donating dollars 
to provide lifesaving water safety lessons 
for children, to donating school supplies 
to support military families, Barco-Newton 
YMCA members have worked with us to 
truly strengthen our community.

“The ability to witness daily the positive 
impact that our programs and services 
at Barco-Newton has on the health and 
wellbeing of my members is what keeps 
me going. Working with such an incredible 
team of individuals who truly care and give 
of themselves daily for the benefit and suc-
cess of others inspires me daily.”

– Wesley LeBlanc

B
A

R
C

O
-N

E
W

TO
N

 YY
MM
CC
AA  

COMMITTED TO 
PERSONAL, PHYSICAL, 

SOCIAL GROWTH

Jon Dearolf
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W      ith a foursome of fast swim-
mers that have returned from 
a gold medal performance in 

2019 in relay action, Fleming Island High’s 
quartet of Emma and Sarah Grimm, Abree 
Clark and Christine Johnson have already 
scorched district and region meets with 
eyes on the repeat.

At the 2019 Class 3A championships, 
with an explosive breaststroke leg by 
Emma Grimm, the Fleming Island High 
girls 200 medley relay swim team followed 
in the footsteps of their boys swim team 
that lit up opposing relay squads for three 
consecutive gold medals as they stormed 
to their first gold medal at the Class 3A 
swimming and diving championships held 
Saturday in Stuart. 

“The medley race was incredibly close,” 
said Fleming Island coach Jordan Bright. 
“The top three teams finished within .53 
seconds of each other. Sarah Grimm got 
us out quickly with a greak backstroke lead 
leg.  Emma Grimm built a lead with a blis-
tering breaststroke leg, Abree Clark main-
tained our advantage with her excellent 50 
Fly leg, and Christine Johnson anchored it 
masterfully and brought us home with a 
perfect finish.”

Fleming Island reclassified to Class 3A 
this season with the boys golds in the 200 
free relay coming in Class 4A.

“The legacy of the boys’ 200 Freestyle 
Relay “3-peat” will be hard to match,” said 
Bright. “The boys’ put Fleming Island “on 
the map” and now it’s the girls turn to be a 
force to be reckoned with”

In football the Golden Eagles ran the 
table behind the gutsy play of senior 
quarterback Dean Hyams to a perfect 9-0 
season and two region playoff games. 

Fleming Island High coach Damenyum 
Springs had a superb combination of air 
and run attack with Hyams tossing to 
Kaleb Seybolt and Will Stephens with wing 
back all everything guy Broden Domenico 
able to create space from numerous start-
ing points.

Fullback/quarterback T.K. Kocak was 
top scorer with 13 touchdowns off plung-
ers inside the five yard line. 

“It takes a lot of hard work to get where 
they are this year,” said Fleming Island 
coach Damenyum Springs, who finished 
at 10-1 and earned his second deep region 
run in three years after an 11-3 record and 
region finals berth in 2017. “I thank Broden 
Domenico, Jeremiah Jackson, Zack Payne 
and Dean Hyams and all the four year 
players for being great kids as well as great 
athletes. Those seniors gave us all they 
could.”

On the college level, former linebacker 
Ryan Smenda has become a driving force 
of the Wake Forest University defense in 
his third season as a Demon Deacon. 

On turf, Fleming Island High’s cross 
country teams had a double return to 
the state championships with the girls 
pack-run strategy, led by Grace Adams at 
the final race, who was top finisher in 54th 
place but followed closely by teammates 
Mei Chian and Morgan Erler in 56th and 
57th. 

For 2020, the 12th place in 4A team has 

2020
HALTED BY COVID

Fleming Island swimmers, football 
take top stage for 2019-2020 athletics
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everyone back, but Erler who moved with family to Japan, 
but coach Suzanne Baker has her pack solid up front led 
by returning senior Emma Millson, who was lost to injury 
last year. Marisa Kortright is the fourth of the top four pack 
with Anna Rafalski and Allie Knotts trading off spots as the 
crucial number five with the Golden Eagles finished top 
three in a handful prestigious meets this year.

Fleming Island’s boys, behind senior Landon Opp, now 
at the U.S. Naval Academy, finished 11th. 

In the winter seasons, behind senior Chad Nix, the 
Fleming Island High wrestling team again challenged all 
comers and battle-tested a young and vigorous group of 
newcomers and veterans finish twice second to power-
house South Dade High School.

Fleming Island High coach P.J. Cobbert has built a 
champion level machine of a program that has one of the 
toughest schedules in all of Florida. 

Nix, third in 2018, powered through just one loss to 
dominate his 195 weight division and is now slated to 
wrestle at Campbell University. 

“Chad was focused on achieving the title, I let him do 
his thing all season,” said Cobbert, noting Nix’ lone loss 
(64-1) was to Georgia’s unbeaten 220 state champion 
Chase Horne (53-0). “That loss was in December and he 
refocused his efforts to not lose again. He had a ton of first 
period pins from then on.”

Nix, third last year, upped his stock with a first place 
finish in the rugged Class 3A ranks while Rodriguez suf-
fered through his second unbeaten regular season, district 

and region titles and a clean slate all the way to the Class 
1A championship where he lost his only match of the sea-
son. Nix was the only northeast Florida state champion in 
all three classes with Pace High in the Panhandle winning 
a Class 2A title. 

“Chad joins a strong group of our wrestlers who will be 
heading to college in a few months,” said Fleming Island 
coach P.J. Cobbert, noting Nix will head to NCAA Division 
I Campbell University. “One of the strong points of our 
program is that guys like Chad and Paul Detwiler and Briar 
Jackson and Jason Davis and Ryan Smenda have made 
the program one that you expect to win at the highest 
level. Chad is part of that club and we have tried to open 
our doors to any wrestlers in the county and beyond. 
Southwest Miami guys and South Dade guys cheer for 
each other when they are not facing each other. That car-
ries a lot of weight.”

In college former Golden Eagles Paul Detwiler, T.J. 
Davis and Xavier Sampsel excelled at the Coast Guard 
Academy, Iowa Lakes/Southeastern and also at Lime-
stone/Keiser University, all with national invites. 

For the Fleming Island boys basketball, an objective 
to advance past the Final Four after losing all everything 
shooter Gianfranco Grafals, fell to the quick feet of guard 
Sebastian Astor. Astor kept the Golden Eagles driving to 
a deep region run with a scintilatting last second buzzer 
beater in the district title game against First Coast. 

“Best feeling in the world,” said Astor’s response, 
though, solemnly and slightly tearful, because the out-

come was the same after a four minute overtime period 
as the Golden Eagles did eventually get that first title, 
68-62. “It means the world to me that my brother, Marco, 
was a part of this.”

A review of the shot deemed it after the buzzer, but 
Astor’s heroics were backed up by sophomore forward 
Ahman Greenidge who became hero with a quick jumper 
and two free throws putting the Golden Eagles up 64-62 
before Astor hit two more frees and guard Steele Perry 
put the finishing touches on the game with a breakaway 
layup.

Fleming Island would win their region opener to then 
have to travel to Daytona Beach Mainland, home to Hall of 
Famer Vincent Carter. 

Fleming Island High’s boys basketball team’s quest to 
return to Final Four action got squashed on a question-
able foul called late in the fourth quarter that seemingly 
halted a surge of momentum, but a disastrous third quar-
ter was more damaging as the Golden Eagles lost 71-67 in 
their region 1-6A semifinal to Daytona Beach Mainland on 
Thurs., Feb. 27 in Daytona Beach.

“We just came out flat in that third quarter,” said Flem-
ing Island coach Traavis Chandler. “You can’t give up 25 
turnovers in a game like this and win. Every time we got 
close, they stepped up with a steal or layup.”

Fleming Island finished the season at 20-9.
Much of the spring athletic seasons were cancelled in 

March due to the COVID pandemic. 
— Randy Lefko
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Full Service Bar
Open for Lunch Tuesday-Sunday
Open for Dinner 7 days a Week
Outside Waterfront Dining

Down Home Atmosphere
Boat Docking at the Door
Private Party - Space Available

Voted #1 In Northeast FloridaVoted #1 In Northeast Florida
“Best Fish Camp, “Best Fish Camp, Best Catfish & Best Gator Tail!Best Catfish & Best Gator Tail!”” 2032 CR 220

South of Orange Park
904-269-4198

www.whiteysfishcamp.com

Family Owned 
& Operated 
Since 1963

Bait • Tackle • Boat Rentals • RV Park • Full Service RestaurantBait • Tackle • Boat Rentals • RV Park • Full Service Restaurant

Come see what old Florida is all about

FISH CAMPFISH CAMP
RESTAURANTRESTAURANT
& CAMPGROUND& CAMPGROUNDWhitey’sWhitey’s

The REAL 
Fish Camp!
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